UTAH HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday, November 12, 2025 @ The UHSAA Offices - 9:00 A.M.

Attendees: Chair Craig Hammer, Mr. Justin Whittaker, Mr. Rodney Shaw, Mr. Todd Dawson, Mr. Josh
LeRoy, Mr. Michael Martini, Mr. Jordan Kjar (for Ms. Jennifer Christensen), Mr. Matt Christensen, Mr.
Kevin Henshaw, Ms. Kim Monkres, Mr. Caleb Fine, Mr. Jim Crosbie, Mr. Kade Morrell, Mr. Steve Gordon,
Mr. Nate Blackner, Mr. Devin Smith, Mr. Bryan Durst, Mr. Yahosh Bonner (for Ms. Lora Nichols), Mr.
Ryan Nielsen, Mr. KC Olson, Mr. David Cluff, Mr. Karl Jensen, Mr. Darin Jenkins, Mr. Everett Kelepolo,
Mr. Rob Cuff, Mr. Brenan Jackson, Ms. Jan Whittaker, Ms. Missy Mackay-Whiteurs, Mr. Chris Shipman.
Excused: Ms. Terri Davis, Mr. Jeff Cluff. Minutes: Ms. Jennifer Thomas.

1. Welcome & Chair Business: Chair Craig Hammer welcomed the committee to the meeting. He
excused Ms. Teri Davis.

A.

Reverence/thought: Mr. Steve Gordon shared that most schools have sayings about
courage and resilience around their schools. In his school, the faculty has tried to build
connections with the students to encourage them to want to be at school each day.
Attendance is an issue throughout the state, and at his school they recently had a student
who really struggled with attendance. The next year she was encouraged to be an office
aide, and she has not missed a day since she developed relationships with the office
administrators. He encouraged the committee to strive to find those connections with their
students, as it benefits the entire school community. He then offered a prayer.

Pledge of Allegiance/Patriotic thought: Mr. Jim Crosbie shared that Veterans Day was
celebrated yesterday. He comes from a big military family. His grandfather served in
World War II, and Mr. Crosbie remembers him telling stories about his experiences, but
what stuck with him was his grandfather always told him it was important to be smart and
learn how to type on a typewriter. Mr. Crosbie found out when he got older that his
grandfather was sent to Hawaii and was about to head over to Japan but avoided it as he
became a military secretary in Hawaii instead. Being proud to be an American was a
tradition in his family and he is grateful that as a principal, he can hold Veterans Day
assemblies that honor those who have served. The school is very musical, and they
celebrated through music, which had a positive impact on all who attended. The citizens of
northern Utah are particularly patriotic after losing two sheriffs close to their area. The
funerals were held at Utah State and the community put up flags and supported the
experience and it was great to see. There are times when we feel down and wonder what is
going to become of the world, but then you see a community come together in a tragedy
and it reminds us that we love our country the people who serve our country. He expressed
gratitude to the committee as they are an example of this as many had Veterans Day
celebrations in their schools also. He then led the committee in the pledge of allegiance.

Time was then turned over to Mr. Rodney Shaw, who announced that it was his last
meeting, as he is retiring in December. He shared his gratitude for UHSAA and his fellow

committee members for all they do for the students in the state of Utah.

Chair's general observations: Chair Hammer asked for a motion to approve the minutes
from the previous meeting.
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Minutes of previous meeting:

MOTION: Mr. Darin Jenkins made the motion to approve the minutes from the previous
meeting held on October 1, 2025. Mr. Matt Christensen seconded the motion. The motion
carried.

Deadlines for dues, CAT insurance, by-laws & Arbiting fees: Ms. Jennifer Thomas
provided a spreadsheet for each committee member that showed which fines were unpaid
in their regions. They were encouraged to share the information at their next region
meeting.

Academic all-state deadlines, UHSAA Moratoriums, etc.: Chair Hammer reminded the
committee of the upcoming deadlines and moratoriums and that they would be discussing
more about moratoriums later in the meeting.

USBE Report: Teri Davis was excused from the meeting, so there was no report.

Region Visits by Staff: Mr. Rob Cuff shared that staff have attended most of the region meetings
and there are just a few left to attend.

UHSAA Calendar:

A.

2025-26 Calendar: The committee was reminded to check the calendar, as updates are
done regularly.

B. 2026-27 Tentative Calendar: The calendar is up on the UHSAA website.

Fall Activities Report:

A. Girls Volleyball: Ms. Jan Whittaker shared that all championships were held at UVU.
Extra security precautions were in place, but all went well overall. She asked if there was
any feedback from the schools regarding the SA/6A change to the consolation games.
Feedback said there were a couple of complaints, but overall, it went well. She then
announced the state champions in each classification.

B. Boys Golf: Ms. Whittaker said it went great and weather was good. Finding golf courses is
still difficult. If anyone has a connection with a course, let her know. She announced the
state champions in each classification.

C. Football: Mr. Brenan Jackson
1. Schedule: He announced the scheduled games for the 4A-5A-6A semi-finals this

Thursday and Friday.
2. He requested coverage from Executive Committee members.
3. Parking, passes, credentials, etc. were explained to the committee.
D. Girls Soccer: Mr. Jackson said the state tournament went well. He then announced the

state champions in each classification.
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G.

Cross Country: Mr. Chris Shipman explained that 136 teams participated, which
amounted to around 1,800 athletes. It went well with the Sugar House Park. He then
announced the state champions, boys and girls, in each classification.

Girls Tennis: Ms. Missy Mackay-Whiteurs shared that it was an eventful two weekends
due to rain. She then announced the state champions in each classification.

1A Baseball: The state tournament was held in St. George at Dixie HS. Panguitch was the
state champion.

Current Items: UHSAA Staff

A.

Spirit of Sport Award (January 15): Mr. Cuff explained that the staff are searching for
nominations for these awards. The best way to do it is to ask the region and then if there is
someone you would like to nominate, please check with Rob and he can provide the NFHS
application. Mr. Cuff then provided background on the award. The nominee must
participate in a sport.

Heart of the Arts Award (January 15): The staff are also searching for nominations for
this award. Mr. Cuff explained that the best way to find them is to ask the region and then
if there was someone to nominate, please check with Mr. Cuff and he can provide the
NFHS application. Mr. Cuff then provided background on the award. The nominee must
participate in an activity.

Sports Medicine Advisory Committee (SMAC): Mr. Jackson said that there has been a
lot of discussion related to students and their nutrition. The advisory committee makes
recommendations to the board.

Christmas Moratorium (December 21-25): If the date needs to be changed, it can be by
sport. The deadline to submit changes was November 1. Several schools have requested an
adjustment due to where the moratorium falls on January 1. Schools participating in a
tournament may need to travel on January 1 due to the dates of the tournament.

MOTION: Mr. Shaw made a motion to approve a travel day only on January 1, for any
teams participating in the wrestling tournament, for this year only. It was seconded by
Mr. Todd Dawson. The motion carried.

Summer Moratorium: This is scheduled for June 29-July 5, 2026. If the date needs to be
changed, the entire school must do so, it can’t be by sport.

Basketball Items: The schedule has been revised and tentatively finalized for the SA/6A
state tournament. On Monday February 23, 2026, the 5A boys’ and girls’ teams will play.
On Wednesday February 25, 2026, the 6A boys and girls will play and on Thursday
February 26, and Friday February 27, both SA & 6A will play.

MOTION: Mr. Mike Martini made a motion to approve the revised dates for the girls
and boys 5A/6A basketball state tournament at University of Utah on February 23 & 25,
and February 26 & 27. Mr. Christensen seconded the motion. The motion carried.

Coaches Certification: NFHS Learn.com can help get coaches certified.
20



Boys Soccer Items: The number of ejections has continued to rise. The committee was
asked to go to their regions to discuss a potential increase of penalties for violent conduct,
serious foul play or foul language/gestures. It would be an increase from a suspension of
two to three game suspension for a player or coach.

MOTION: Mr. Justin Whittaker made a motion to increase the penalty from a two-game
to a three-game suspension for two reds per game of violent conduct, serious foul play or
foul language/gesture. It was seconded by Mr. Crosbie. The motion carried.

Breach of Contract: There were some schools in football that didn’t play each other, and
this resulted in a breach of contract. As it stands now, both schools must agree not to play,
or it is a breach of contract. The committee was asked to consider if the UHSAA staff
should continue to present those two options or look at doing something more. Discussion
ensued, and it was decided to just keep the two options at this time.

Speech/Debate Items: Mr. Shipman said a handout was provided with state events and
dates and asked the committee to look it over.

MOTION: Mr. Bryan Durst made a motion to approve the state dates and events. It was
seconded by Mr. Ryan Neilson. The motion carried.

Unified Sports (UHSAA/SOUT): This was held on October 24. Teams had the
opportunity to play at America First Field, and the event was very successful.

Academic All-State Windows: 1,036 students received this award in the fall. The winter
date opens on January 6, 2026.

Practice at State Venue Prior to Competition: A school recently violated this rule and
was suspended from coaching in the next event, which was the state tournament. A fine
was also imposed.

Weight Management Update: The calendar is out. When hosting, make sure there is
nothing else going on in the area where the weighing is taking place. Reach out to Mr.
Shipman for the guidelines.

Wrestling Items: A handout was provided regarding divisionals and revenue sharing. It
was proposed that they remove the revenue share section and just have the schools share
the expenses so if the host school does make money on the divisional they can keep the
entirety of that money, and the schools will still share any expenses.

In addition, coaches would like the wrestling season end date to happen during the week of
their provisional tournament, not the week prior. This allows them to get in one more dual
that week if they prefer, so it is proposed that they move the season end date from ten days
prior to three days prior to divisionals. Page 64 was provided to the committee with the
dates.
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MOTION: Ms. Kim Monkres made a motion to remove the revenue section from the
handbook to allow the school hosting divisonals to keep any revenue collected. The
schools will still share any expenses from the tournament. It was seconded by Mr. Kevin
Henshaw. The motion carried.

MOTION: Mr. Dawson made a motion to move the boys and girls wrestling date from
ten days prior to three days prior to divisionals. Mr. Henshaw seconded the motion. The
motion carried.

Wrestling Video Review Pilot: There was a request through NFHS for a video review to
be available in the semi-finals and finals. After discussion, it was decided to see what
Nebraska’s experience was and to decide in the future.

Swim Items: Mr. Steve Marsing shared that Unified swimming is going well. The
deadline to register is Friday, November 14, 2025.

Sportsmanship Items:

1. School Video Competition: Ms. Whittaker shared that all schools were asked to
create a video showing sportsmanship at their school. She announced the winners
in each classification.

2. Gold Star Coach Award: The honorees were provided on a handout. They will
receive a certificate and go into a pool for a state award in a couple of months.

Esports Update: Ms. Whittaker requested a recommendation on classifications. About 70
schools will be participating in Esports this year; 13 schools in 6A, 20 schools in 5A. 12
schools in 4A, 6 in 3A, 11 in 2A and 5 in 1A, making up approximately 200 teams. A point
distribution was decided on winning the state championship. The season starts in January
and ends on April 11, 2026, with the state tournament at Weber State. Region competitions
can be held if desired. It will all be online unless playing in person is preferred. It is
considered an activity, so Register My Athlete isn’t necessary. A clinic will be held in
December for anyone who wants to be trained. A decision was made to have four
classifications with 3A (1A and 2A playing with 3A). 4A, 5A and 6A.

MOTION: Mr. Ryan Nielsen made a recommendation to have four classifications with
3A (1A and 2A playing with 3A). 4A, 5A and 6A for Esports. It was seconded by Mr.
Gordon. The motion carried.

Emerging Sports Update: Ms. Whittaker provided background information on the survey
and said the full results will be posted on the UHSAA website soon. The Utah Pickleball
Association director Helen Monson provided a presentation. A discussion ensued
regarding the Pickleball recommendation. There are currently no states that have
sanctioned Pickleball. Facilities are also a concern.

MOTION: Mr. Kade Morrell made a motion to give an unfavorable recommendation for

both pickleball and mountain biking at this time. It was seconded by Mr. KC Olson. The
motion carried with one opposed.
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AA.

UHSAA Moratoriums: A discussion occurred about adding a week to the summer
moratorium.

MOTION: Mr. Nate Blackner made a motion to recommend to the Board of Trustees
that they add a week to the summer moratorium, starting in summer 2027, with a choice
of two weeks during a three-week period in July. It was seconded by Mr. Gordon. The
motion carried.

Transgender Participation: A recommendation to the BOT for a change to the policy
was discussed by the committee.

MOTION: Mr. Shaw made a motion to follow Article 9. It was seconded by Mr. Karl
Jensen. The motion carried.

Women In Sports Day: This will be held on Feb. 3, 2026. All are encouraged to attend.

Show up for Service: Ms. Mackay-Whiteurs provided a handout that showed the winners.
She announced those winners and shared a testimonial from Granger HS, whose Special
Education students cleaned up garbage around the school. It was a great experience for the
students.

Student Leadership Conferences: Great things are going on at these conferences. Mr.
David Cluff shared a personal experience that occurred with their region.

Cheer Items — Safety Clinics: A handout was provided regarding competitive cheer and
the safety requirements.

MOTION: Mr. Whittaker made a motion to approve the options for the safety clinics. It
was seconded by Ms. Monkres. The motion carried.

Softball Items: It is proposed that 3A plays with 4A for the state tournament. A concern is
that there is a conflict with State Track. 3A only has 16 teams, so they could skip regionals
and go to super-regionals. 2A would like to have both softball and baseball in the same
area if possible.

Officiating

A.

B.

C.

Fall Update/Enrollment Numbers: Registrations are up for the fall.
Ejections/Reporting: Mr. Jeff Cluff will provide an update at a future meeting.

Mercy Rules: The committee was previously asked to discuss in their region meetings. It
was decided that the mercy rule needs to be changed for football and basketball.

MOTION: Mr. Olson made a motion that in 8-Player football, there will be a running
clock at any time in the game, if one team exceeds 34 points. The game will end if a team
exceeds 44 points after the third quarter is over. It was seconded by D. Cluff. The motion
carried.
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MOTION: Mr. Caleb Fine made a motion that an alternate timing rule go into effect for
all levels (i.e., varsity, junior varsity, sophomore, freshmen) of Utah high school football
games when after halftime is over, a team’s lead exceeds 34 points. This applies to 1A,
2A, 3A, 4A, 5A, and 6A classifications. Modified Rule: The clock shall run continuously
for the remainder of the game, except for the following reasons: a. An officials time out.
b. A charged team time-out c. After a change of possession (clock continues to run during
extra point try). If the differential drops below 35 points, the clock still runs continuously
until the game is over, except for the stated three reasons. The play clock will still be
utilized regardless of the score differential. After the third quarter is over, if a team’s lead
exceeds 44 points the game is over. This applies to all classifications and all levels of
play. It was seconded by Mr. Crosbie. The motion carried.

MOTION: Mr. Nielsen made a motion that an alternate timing rule go into effect for all
levels (i.e., varsity, junior varsity, sophomore, fresh men) of Utah high school basketball
games when after halftime is over, a team’s lead exceeds 34 points. Modified Rule: The
clock shall run continuously for the remainder of the game, except for the following
reasons: a. An official’s time-out. b. A charged team time-out. c. Free throws are taken. If
the differential drops below 35 points, the clock still runs continuously until the game is
over, except for the stated three reasons. The shot clock will still be utilized regardless of
the score differential. It was seconded by Mr. Josh LeRoy. The motion carried.

D. PSR Reveals/Close Dates: Check these for the winter sports. If a change is needed, let
Mr. J. Cluff know.

E. Postseason Chart: There were no recommendations for changes.

F. GoFan Ticketing: This is required ticketing for post-season games.

G. Coaches’ Credentials: The deadline is November 20, 2025.

UIAAA

A. The NIAAA Conference will be held on December 12-16 in Tampa, Florida. LTI Courses
will be provided at UHSAA on February 2, 2026. Women’s Day in Sports will be held on
February 3, 2026.

B. The UTAAA Conference will be held in St. George on April 15-18, 2026. In addition, a

wrestling proposal was brought before UIAAA. Mr. Shipman recommends consistency so
that scoring is the same throughout all classifications. Currently, 1A, 2A & 6A score 1,
with 4A and 5A scoring 2.

MOTION: Mr. D. Cluff made a motion that it be 1 consistently across all classifications
in both boys’ and girls’ wrestling. It was seconded by Mr. Crosbie. The motion carried.

New Member School Applications

A.

New school applications for 2026-27
1. City Academy
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10.

11.

12.

MOTION: Mr. Durst made a motion to approve. It was seconded by Mr. Fine. The
motion carried.

2. Deer Creek High School

MOTION: Mr. Dawson made a motion to approve. It was seconded by Mr. Olson.
The motion carried.

3. Havenwood Academy

MOTION: Mr. Dawson made a motion to approve the Cedar City campus only. It
was seconded by Mr. Nielsen. The motion carried.

4. Mountain Valley School

MOTION: Mr. Olson made a motion not to approve. It was seconded by Mr.
Jensen. The motion carried.

5. Wallace Stegner Academy

MOTION: Mr. Durst made a motion to approve. It was seconded by Mr. Jensen.
The motion carried.

Realignment 2027-29
A. Schools by District, Charter Schools and Private Schools

B. Timetable

C. Format and Procedures: 6A has some concerns about the limited number of schools in 6A.
Mr. LeRoy said his region would like to make sure some socio-economic factors are used to
consider realignment. They want to make sure it is a factor. Mr. Cuff recommended that the
committee continues to discuss this in their regions and report back to him.

Legal Report: Mr. Mark Van Wagoner shared that the Jenny Rowe transgender case was
withdrawn. On November 20, in Denver, Colorado, the F-1 case will be appealed, with a decision

being rendered in the spring.

Reports
A. 6A Athletics: Nothing to report.

B. SA Athletics: Nothing to report.
C. 4A Athletics: Nothing to report.

D. 3A Athletics: Mr. Morrell said that there is a concern with a conflict between state softball
and track and discussion ensued.

E. 2A Athletics: Nothing to report.
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F. 1A Athletics: Nothing to report.

13. For the Good of the Order:
A. Sportsmanship... An article was provided.

B. UHSAA Distinguished Service Nominees: Mr. Cuff announced the recommendation of
the committee for the nominations.

MOTION: Mr. D. Cluff made a motion to approve the distinguished nominees as
selected by the committee. It was seconded by Ms. Monkres. The motion carried.

1. The next Executive Committee meeting will be held on January 14, 2026 in Orem
at Sleepy Ridge @ 8:00 am.

C. UHSAA Super Fans: Nominations have been closed for 2A, 4A, 5A and 6A. 1A and 3A
are still open and need nominations.

D. Circle of Fame Nominations: Mr. Cuff is still taking nominations.

Next Meeting: January 14, 2026 @ Sleepy Ridge Golf Course in Orem.
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